The Devas and others continued their prayer to Sri Devi Lalita as follows:

"The Secondary Tejas (Projection) of Sri Sambhunadha Lord Siva, is in

Sthanvasrama performing tapas having been bereft of his spouse Satidevi. His
mind is shut to all Bhoga and enjoyment. Also Kumari Uma, daughter of Himavanta
is performing severe tapas because her chosen Lord Shiva had burnt Kandarpa to
ashes on her account through the wrathful flame of his third eye. It was out of those
ashes of Kandarpa that Bhandasura had risen, 0 Amba! and Thou hast now
destroyed him and saved all of us most mercifully. We now beseech Thee to bring
Manmadha back to life. Ratidevi, his wife, is unable to bear her forced widowhood.
0 Laliteswari! May Manmadha be soon united to his wife Rati through thy tender
mercy! United with her Lord again, may Ratidevi regain her former happiness! give
them both strength and courage, 0 Devi, that they may once again proceed to
Stanvasrama, and may Manmadha suceed this time in bringing about the wedding
of Parvati and Shiva. Their issue, Kumara born of this celestial pair alone, will be
able to vanquish Tarakasura who had befriended the late Bhandasura. As per the
boon obtained by Tarakasura, Shiva's issue, born through Fire alone, can rid us of
him. We salute Thee again and again and await thy pleasure".

SRI HAYAGRIVA:

Thus worshipped by Brahma and other devas and devatas, Sri Devi Lalita saw
Ratidevi covered with dust, weeping with unbearable sorrow and praying to
Jagadamba for restoration of her Lord who had lost his life in his efforts for the
welfare of the devas and the three worlds.

MADANA [Cupid]      AGAIN

Full of mercy towards Ratidevi, Sri Devi Lalita looked at her Lord Kameswara
with intent to regenerate Kandarpa, and Kameswara in turn turned his loving eyes
to Hers and out of the contact of those two creative looks was born Manmadha with
the allure and brilliance of his earlier form, two-armed and bearing his flowery bow
and arrows and wearing auspicious ormaments as ever before-only looking more
fresher and younger and more effulgent in glory and power. In front of his eyes he
beheld the wife of his previous life awaiting his return; and he was transported with
joy, gratitude and contentment. Ratidevi, in turn, seeing her Lord once more in his
former body and brilliance, and wondering at the endless prowess of Mother Lalita
Kameswari, was quite literally drowned in an ocean of joy; filled with reverence, she
bowed low down in great thankfulness:

With renewed strength and joy, Manmadha worshipped his Mother, Sri Devi Lalita,
with unbounded gratefulness and deep devotion, and said: "Though my body had
been burnt to ashes by the wrathful flames of Shiva's third eye, Thou hast
regenerated it as though nothing had happened to it, 0 mother: Thou hast given me
a new life and, protecting my wife all the while, Thou hast given her also back to me.
I am verily Thine own son and servant now. I await to carry out Thine Orders, what-
ever they may be!

114